
 

 

CFR’s for CFI’s 
 
 
FAA definition of Flight Time (found in FAR/AIM part 1) 
Flight time means:  

(1) Pilot time that commences when an aircraft moves under its own 
power for the purpose of flight and ends when the  aircraft comes to rest 
after landing; or 

 
 
 
FAA definition of Night (Found in FAR/AIM part 1).  This is the time you can log night 
time in your log book. 
 
Night means the time between the end of evening civil twilight and the 
beginning of morning civil twilight, as published in the Air Almanac, 
converted to local time. 
 
 
 
 
Who can perform preventative maintenance? 
 
CFR 43.3 (g) Except for holders of a sport pilot certificate, the holder of a 
pilot certificate issued under part 61 may perform preventive 
maintenance on any  aircraft owned or operated by that pilot which is not 
used under part 121, 129, or 135 of this chapter. The holder of a sport pilot 
certificate may perform  preventive maintenance on an  aircraft owned or 
operated by that pilot and issued a special airworthiness certificate in the 
light-sport category. 
 
 
 
 
Who can return an aircraft to service after performing preventative maintenance? 
 
CFR 43.7(f) A person holding at least a private pilot certificate may approve 
an  aircraft for return to service after performing  preventive 
maintenance under the provisions of § 43.3(g). 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What needs to go into the maintenance logbooks to return an aircraft to service after 
performing preventative maintenance? 
 

(a) Maintenance record entries. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) 
and (c) of this section, each person who maintains, performs  preventive 
maintenance, rebuilds, or alters an aircraft,  airframe,  aircraft 
engine,  propeller,  appliance, or component part shall make an entry in 
the  maintenance record of that equipment containing the following 
information: 

(1) A description (or reference to data acceptable to the Administrator) 
of work performed. 

(2) The date of completion of the work performed. 

(3) The name of the person performing the work if other than 
the  person specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this section. 

(4) If the work performed on the aircraft,  airframe,  aircraft 
engine,  propeller,  appliance, or component part has been performed 
satisfactorily, the signature, certificate number, and kind of 
certificate held by the  person approving the work. The signature 
constitutes the approval for return to service only for the work performed. 

 

 

 

What preventive maintenance can be performed? 

 

A list of 32+ items is in CFR43, Apendix A (c)  

 

 

 

Can you replace ski’s or put larger tires on?  Only if you have an empty weight and 
balance done for both configurations by an A/P or IA mechanic. 

 

Part 43 Appendix A (c) Preventive maintenance is limited to the following 
work, provided it does not involve complex assembly operations: 
 



 

 

 (18) Replacing wheels and skis where no weight and balance computation 
is involved. 
 

 
 
 
What must you carry for certificates? 

(a) Required pilot certificate for operating a civil aircraft of the 
United States. No person may serve as a required pilot 
flight  crewmember of a  civil aircraft of the  United States, unless that 
person: 

(1) Has in the person's physical possession or readily accessible in 
the  aircraft when exercising the privileges of that pilot certificate or 
authorization -  

(i) A pilot certificate issued under this part and in accordance with § 
61.19; 

   (2) Has a government issued photo identification that is in that person's 
physical possession 

(c) Medical certificate. 

(1) A person may serve as a required pilot flight  crewmember of 
an  aircraft only if that person holds the appropriate  medical certificate 

 
 
 
 
 
Who can inspect your certificate? 
 

CFR 61.3 (l) Inspection of certificate. Each person who holds an airman 
certificate, temporary document in accordance with paragraph (a)(1)(v) or 
(vi) of this section,  medical certificate, documents establishing alternative 
medical qualification under part 68 of this chapter, authorization, or license 
required by this part must present it and their photo identification as 
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this section for inspection upon a request 
from: 

(1) The Administrator;  

(2) An authorized representative of the National Transportation Safety 
Board;  



 

 

(3) Any Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer; or  

(4) An authorized representative of the Transportation Security 
Administration. 

 
 
 
 
 
What to do after a DUI or Drug issue 
 
CFR 61.15 (e) Each person holding a certificate issued under this part shall 
provide a written report of each motor vehicle action to the  FAA, Civil 
Aviation Security Division (AMC-700), P.O. Box 25810, Oklahoma City, OK 
73125, not later than 60 days after the motor vehicle action. The report 
must include: 
 
 
 
 
 
But what is a motor vehicle action? 
 

CFR 61.15 (c) For the purposes of paragraphs (d), (e), and (f) of this 
section, a motor vehicle action means:  

(1) A conviction after November 29, 1990, for the violation of any Federal 
or State statute relating to the operation of a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated by alcohol or a drug, while impaired by alcohol or a drug, or 
while under the influence of alcohol or a drug;  

(2) The cancellation, suspension, or revocation of a license to operate a 
motor vehicle after November 29, 1990, for a cause related to the 
operation of a motor vehicle while intoxicated by alcohol or a drug, while 
impaired by alcohol or a drug, or while under the influence of alcohol or a 
drug; or 

 
 
 
 
 
Do I need a medical certificate to instruct? 
 
CFR 61.23 (b) Operations not requiring a medical 
certificate. A person is not required to hold a medical certificate – 



 

 

(5) When exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate if 
the person is not acting as  pilot in command or serving as a required pilot 
flight  crewmember; 
 
 
 
 
If I’m 39 when I get my medical, How long is it good for?  Look at the second column title.  
So the answer is 60 calendar months even thoough you will be over 40 at that time. 
 
CFR 61.23 (d) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What if your student gets married or divorced and changes their name?  
 
CFR 61.25 Change of name. 
(a) An application (Form 8710 at the FSDO) to change the name on a 
certificate issued under this part must be accompanied by the applicant's:  

(1) Airman certificate; and 

(2) A copy of the marriage license, court order, or other document 
verifying the name change.  



 

 

(b) The documents in paragraph (a) of this section will be returned to the 
applicant after inspection. 

 
 
 
 
 
What training is required for a complex endorsement? 
 

CFR 61.31 (e) Additional training required for operating complex 
airplanes. 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (e)(2) of this section, no  person may 
act as  pilot in command of a  complex airplane, unless the  person has -  

(i) Received and logged ground and flight training from an  authorized 
instructor in a complex airplane, or in a  full flight simulator or  flight 
training device that is representative of a  complex airplane, and has 
been found proficient in the operation and systems of the airplane; and  

(ii) Received a one-time endorsement in the pilot's logbook from 
an authorized instructorwho certifies the  person is proficient to operate 
a  complex airplane.  

(2) The training and endorsement required by paragraph (e)(1) of this 
section is not required if -  

(i) The person has logged  flight time as  pilot in command of 
a  complex airplane, or in a full flight simulator or  flight training 
device that is representative of a  complex airplaneprior to August 4, 
1997; 

 
 
 
 
 
What training is required for a High Performance endorsement? 

CFR 61.31 (f) Additional training required for operating high-
performance airplanes. 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (f)(2) of this section, no  person may 
act as  pilot in command of a high-performance  airplane (an  airplane with 
an engine of more than 200 horsepower), unless the  person has -  

(i) Received and logged ground and flight training from an  authorized 
instructor in a high-performance  airplane, or in a  full flight 



 

 

simulator or  flight training device that is representative of a high-
performance  airplane, and has been found proficient in the operation 
and systems of the  airplane; and  

(ii) Received a one-time endorsement in the pilot's logbook from 
an authorized instructorwho certifies the  person is proficient to operate 
a high-performance  airplane.  

(2) The training and endorsement required by paragraph (f)(1) of this 
section is not required if -  

(i) The person has logged  flight time as  pilot in command of a high-
performance  airplane, or in a  full flight simulator or  flight training 
device that is representative of a high-performance  airplane prior to 
August 4, 1997; 

 
 
Since the above two regulations offer little to no guidance and little legal protection in case of a 
student incident after training, we highly recommend following the syllabus in chapter 12 of the 
FAA Airplane Flying Handbook along with the subject matter of that chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have your tailwheel endorsement, you can instruct in tailwheels and give the 
endorsement. 
 



 

 

CFR 61.31 Endorsement (i) Additional training required for operating 
tailwheel airplanes. 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (i)(2) of this section, no  person may 
act as  pilot in command of a tailwheel  airplane unless that  person has 
received and logged  flight trainingfrom an  authorized instructor in a 
tailwheel  airplane and received an endorsement in the person's logbook 
from an  authorized instructor who found the  person proficient in the 
operation of a tailwheel  airplane. The  flight training must include at least 
the following maneuvers and procedures: 

(i) Normal and crosswind takeoffs and landings;  

(ii) Wheel landings (unless the manufacturer has recommended against 
such landings); and  

(iii) Go-around procedures. 

 
 
 
 
 
Private Pilot Endorsements.  Any time you give an endorsement, you should be looking up 
the appropriate regs to make sure you did everything they say. 
 
61.39 Prerequisites for practical tests. 

(6) Have an endorsement, if required by this part, in the applicant's 
logbook or training record that has been signed by an authorized 
instructor who certifies that the applicant -  

(i) Has received and logged training time within 2 calendar months 
preceding the month of application in preparation for the  practical test; 

(ii) Is prepared for the required practical test; and 

(iii) Has demonstrated satisfactory knowledge of the subject areas in 
which the applicant was deficient on the airman knowledge test 

 

CFR 107 Airplane Single Engine (b) Areas of operation. 

(1) For an airplane category  rating with a single-engine class rating: 

(i) Preflight preparation;  

(ii) Preflight procedures;  

(iii) Airport and seaplane base operations;  



 

 

(iv) Takeoffs, landings, and go-arounds;  

(v) Performance maneuvers;  

(vi) Ground reference maneuvers;  

(vii) Navigation;  

(viii) Slow flight and stalls;  

(ix) Basic instrument maneuvers;  

(x) Emergency operations; 

 

61.109 Aeronautical Experience (a) For an airplane single-engine 
rating. Except as provided in paragraph (k) of this section, a  person who 
applies for a private pilot certificate with an  airplane category and single-
engine class  rating must log at least 40 hours of  flight time that includes at 
least 20 hours of  flight training from an  authorized instructor and 10 hours 
of solo  flight training in the areas of operation listed in § 61.107(b)(1) of 
this part, and the training must include at least –  

(1) 3 hours of cross-country flight training in a single-engine  airplane;  

(2) Except as provided in § 61.110 of this part, 3 hours of  night flight 
training in a single-engine  airplane that includes –  

(i) One cross-country flight of over 100 nautical miles total distance; 
and  

(ii) 10 takeoffs and 10 landings to a full stop (with each landing 
involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport.  

(3) 3 hours of flight training in a single-engine  airplane on the control and 
maneuvering of an  airplane solely by reference to  instruments, including 
straight and level flight, constant airspeed climbs and descents, turns to a 
heading, recovery from unusual flight attitudes, radio communications, 
and the use of navigation systems/facilities and radar services appropriate 
to  instrument flight;  

(4) 3 hours of flight training with an  authorized instructor in a single-
engine  airplane in preparation for the  practical test, which must have 
been performed within the preceding 2 calendar months from the month of 
the test; and 

(5) 10 hours of solo flight time in a single-engine  airplane, consisting of 
at least –  

(i) 5 hours of solo cross-country time;  



 

 

(ii) One solo cross country flight of 150 nautical miles total distance, 
with full-stop landings at three points, and one segment of the flight 
consisting of a straight-line distance of more than 50 nautical miles 
between the takeoff and landing locations; and 

(iii) Three takeoffs and three landings to a full stop (with each landing 
involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport with an operating 
control tower 

 

 

 

What endorsement is needed besides a new Iacra 8710 application after a failed check ride? 
 
CFR 61.49 Retesting after failure. 
(a) An applicant for a knowledge or practical test who fails that test may 
reapply for the test only after the applicant has received:  

(1) The necessary training from an authorized instructor who has 
determined that the applicant is proficient to pass the test; and  

(2) An endorsement from an authorized instructor who gave the applicant 
the additional trainin 

 
 
 
 
 
What flights do you need to put in your logbook? 
 
61.51 Pilot logbooks. 
(a) Training time and aeronautical experience. Each person must 
document and record the following time in a manner acceptable to the 
Administrator:  

(1) Training and aeronautical experience used to meet the requirements 
for a certificate, rating, or flight review of this part.  

(2) The aeronautical experience required for meeting the recent flight 
experience requirements of this part. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
What is the minimum that must be done during a flight Review prior to endorsing? 
 
CFR 61.56 Flight review. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (f) of this section, a flight 
review consists of a minimum of 1 hour of flight training and 1 hour 
of  ground training. The review must include:  

(1) A review of the current general operating and flight rules of part 91 of 
this chapter; and  

(2) A review of those maneuvers and procedures that, at the discretion of 
the person giving the review, are necessary for the pilot to demonstrate 
the safe exercise of the privileges of the pilot certificate 

 

 

 

What are the minimum currency requirements for night flight? 

(b) Night takeoff and landing experience. 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (e) of this section, no  person may 
act as  pilot in command of an  aircraft carrying passengers during the 
period beginning 1 hour after sunset and ending 1 hour before sunrise, 
unless within the preceding 90 days that  person has made at least three 
takeoffs and three landings to a full stop during the period beginning 1 
hour after sunset and ending 1 hour before sunrise, and -  

(i) That person acted as sole manipulator of the flight controls; and  

(ii) The required takeoffs and landings were performed in an aircraft of 
the same category, class, and type (if a type  rating is required). 

 

 

 

What if my or your student’s  permanent mailing address changes? 
CFR 61.60 Change of address. 
The holder of a pilot, flight instructor, or ground instructor certificate who 
has made a change in permanent mailing address may not, after 30 days 
from that date, exercise the privileges of the certificate unless the holder has 
notified in writing the FAA, Airman Certification Branch, P.O. Box 25082, 



 

 

Oklahoma City, OK 73125, of the new permanent mailing address, or if the 
permanent mailing address includes a post office box number, then the 
holder's current residential address. 

 
 
 
 
How do you apply for a student certificate? 
 
CFR 61.85 Application. 
An applicant for a student pilot certificate: 

(a) Must make that application in a form acceptable to the Administrator; 
and 

(b) Must submit the application to a Flight Standards office, a designated 
pilot examiner, an airman certification representative associated with a pilot 
school, a flight instructor, or other person authorized by the  Administrator. 

 
 
 
 
Before you can endorse your student to solo at the normal training airport you need to give 
a presolo written test and also have done certain training.  What are those minimum 
requirements? 
 

CFR 61.87 (b) Aeronautical knowledge. A student pilot must 
demonstrate satisfactory aeronautical knowledge on a knowledge test that 
meets the requirements of this paragraph:  

(1) The test must address the student pilot's knowledge of -  

(i) Applicable sections of parts 61 and 91 of this chapter;  

(ii) Airspace rules and procedures for the airport where the solo flight 
will be performed; and  

(iii) Flight characteristics and operational limitations for the make and 
model of aircraft to be flown.  

(2) The student's authorized instructor must -  

(i) Administer the test; and  

(ii) At the conclusion of the test, review all incorrect answers with the 
student before authorizing that student to conduct a solo flight. 

 



 

 

d) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a single-
engine airplane. A student pilot who is receiving training for a single-
engine airplane rating or privileges must receive and log  flight training for 
the following maneuvers and procedures:  

(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and 
preparation, powerplant operation, and aircraft systems;  

(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups;  

(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind;  

(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions;  

(5) Climbs and climbing turns;  

(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures;  

(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence 
avoidance;  

(8) Descents, with and without turns, using high and low drag 
configurations;  

(9) Flight at various airspeeds from cruise to slow flight;  

(10) Stall entries from various flight attitudes and power combinations 
with recovery initiated at the first indication of a stall, and recovery from a 
full stall;  

(11) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;  

(12) Ground reference maneuvers;  

(13) Approaches to a landing area with simulated engine malfunctions;  

(14) Slips to a landing; and 

(15) Go-arounds. 

 

 

 

What can’t a student pilot do (limitations) 

 

61.89 General limitations. 
(a) A student pilot may not act as pilot in command of an aircraft:  

(1) That is carrying a passenger;  



 

 

(2) That is carrying property for compensation or hire;  

(3) For compensation or hire;  

(4) In furtherance of a business;  

(5) On an international flight, except that a student pilot may make solo 
training flights from Haines, Gustavus, or Juneau, Alaska, to White Horse, 
Yukon, Canada, and return over the province of British Columbia;  

(6) With a flight or surface visibility of less than 3 statute miles during 
daylight hours or 5 statute miles at night;  

(7) When the flight cannot be made with visual reference to the surface; 
or  

(8) In a manner contrary to any limitations placed in the pilot's logbook 
by an authorized instructor.  

(b) A student pilot may not act as a required pilot flight crewmember on 
any  aircraft for which more than one pilot is required 

 

 

 

What is the definition of cross country for the purposed of the cross country initial 
endorsement of 61.93? 

Solo cross-country flight requirements. 
(a) General. 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, a student pilot 
must meet the requirements of this section before -  

(i) Conducting a solo cross-country flight, or any flight greater than 25 
nautical miles from the airport from where the flight originated. 

 
Important:  Your student cannot go to an airport more than 25 miles away unless they have this 
endorsement.  Some instructors might think this is 50NM but 50NM is wrong in this scenario. 
 
 
 
 
 
What maneuvers need to be tought befor you can give the initial cross country 
endorsement 61.93? 
 



 

 

(e) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a 
single-engine airplane. A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-
country flight in a single-engine airplane must receive and log  flight 
training in the following maneuvers and procedures:  

(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using  pilotage and dead 
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass;  

(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight;  

(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and 
forecasts, including recognition of critical weather situations and 
estimating visibility while in flight;  

(4) Emergency procedures;  

(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, 
entry into the  traffic pattern, and approach;  

(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake 
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance;  

(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous 
terrain features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will 
be flown;  

(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in 
the  aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper 
operational procedures and indications;  

(9) Use of radios for VFR navigation and two-way communication, except 
that a  student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate must only receive and 
log  flight training on the use of radios installed in the  aircraft to be flown; 

(10) Takeoff, approach, and landing procedures, including short-field, 
soft-field, and crosswind takeoffs, approaches, and landings;  

(11) Climbs at best angle and best rate; and  

(12) Control and maneuvering solely by reference to flight instruments, 
including straight and level flight, turns, descents, climbs, use of radio 
aids, and ATC directives. For student pilots seeking a sport pilot certificate, 
the provisions of this paragraph only apply when receiving training for 
cross-country flight in an  airplane that has a VH greater than 87 
knots CAS. 

 
 
 



 

 

Do you need the 61.93 x-country endorsement prior to a Repeated X-country endorsement?  
Yes! 
 

CFR 61.93 (b) (2) Repeated specific solo cross-country flights may be 
made to another airport that is within 50 nautical miles of the  airport from 
which the flight originated, provided -  

(i) The authorized instructor has given the student  flight training in 
both directions over the route, including entering and exiting the traffic 
patterns, takeoffs, and landings at the airports to be used;  

(ii) The authorized instructor who gave the training has endorsed the 
student's logbook certifying that the student is proficient to make such 
flights;  

(iii) The student has a solo flight endorsement in accordance with § 
61.87 of this part; and 

(iv) The student has a solo cross country flight endorsement in 
accordance with paragraph (c) of this section 61.93; however, for 
repeated solo cross country flights to another  airport within 50 nautical 
miles from which the flight originated, separate endorsements are not 
required to be made for each flight. 

 
 
 
 
Does your student need a 61.93 x-country endorsement to go one time from KSGS to 
K21D?  No, it is under 25NM and it’s one time only. 
 

Cfr 61.93 (b) (1) Solo flights may be made to another airport that is 
within 25 nautical miles from the airport where the student pilot normally 
receives training, provided -  

(i) An authorized instructor has given the student pilot  flight training at 
the other  airport, and that training includes flight in both directions over 
the route, entering and exiting the traffic pattern, and takeoffs and 
landings at the other  airport;  

(ii) The authorized instructor who gave the training endorses the 
student pilot's logbook authorizing the flight;  

(iii) The student pilot has a solo flight endorsement in accordance with § 
61.87 of this part; 

(iv) The authorized instructor has determined that the student pilot is 
proficient to make the flight; and  



 

 

(v) The purpose of the flight is to practice takeoffs and landings at that 
other airport. 

 
 
 
 
What Endorsements does a Solo student need to go more than 50NM?  61.87, 61.93 and the 
flight endorsement. 
 

Cfr 61.93 (c) Endorsements for solo cross-country flights. Except as 
specified in paragraph (b)(2)of this section, a student pilot must have the 
endorsements prescribed in this paragraph for each cross-country flight:  

(1) A student pilot must have a solo cross-country endorsement from 
the authorized instructor who conducted the training that is placed in 
that  person's logbook for the specific category of  aircraft to be flown. 

(2) A student pilot must have a solo cross-country endorsement from 
an authorized instructor that is placed in that  person's logbook for the 
specific make and model of  aircraftto be flown. 

(3) For each cross-country flight, the authorized instructor who reviews 
the cross-country planning must make an endorsement in the  person's 
logbook after reviewing that  person's cross-country planning, as specified 
in paragraph (d) of this section. The endorsement must -  

(i) Specify the make and model of aircraft to be flown; 

(ii) State that the student's preflight planning and preparation is correct 
and that the student is prepared to make the flight safely under the 
known conditions; and 

(iii) State that any limitations required by the student's authorized 
instructor are met. 

 
 
 
 
Can a private pilot get paid to tow gliders?  Yes. 
 
CFR 61.113 Private pilot privileges and limitations: Pilot 
in command. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) through (h) of this section, 
no person who holds a private pilot certificate may act as  pilot in 
command of an  aircraft that is carrying passengers or property for 



 

 

compensation or hire; nor may that  person, for compensation or hire, act 
as pilot in command of an  aircraft. 

 
(g) A private pilot who meets the requirements of § 61.69 may act as 
a  pilot in command of an  aircraft towing a  glider or unpowered ultralight 
vehicle. 
 
 
 
 
What endorsements are needed to take the Commercial initial practical test? 
 
61.39 Prerequisites for practical tests. 

(6) Have an endorsement, if required by this part, in the applicant's 
logbook or training record that has been signed by an authorized 
instructor who certifies that the applicant -  

(i) Has received and logged training time within 2 calendar months 
preceding the month of application in preparation for the  practical test; 

(ii) Is prepared for the required practical test; and 

(iii) Has demonstrated satisfactory knowledge of the subject areas in 
which the applicant was deficient on the airman knowledge test 

 
 
Plus the 61.123, 127, 129 endorsement. 
 
 
 
 
What does 61.123 say you had to teach them? 
 

(b) Areas of operation. 

(1) For an airplane category  rating with a single-engine class rating: 

(i) Preflight preparation;  

(ii) Preflight procedures;  

(iii) Airport and seaplane base operations;  

(iv) Takeoffs, landings, and go-arounds;  

(v) Performance maneuvers;  

(vi) Ground reference maneuvers;  



 

 

(vii) Navigation;  

(viii) Slow flight and stalls;  

(ix) Emergency operations;  

(x) High-altitude operations; and  

(xi) Postflight procedures. 

 
 
 
 
What parts of the Commercial 61.129 single engine endorsement must be dual training? 
 

(3) 20 hours of training on the areas of operation listed in § 
61.127(b)(1) of this part that includes at least -  

(i) Ten hours of instrument training using a view-limiting device 
including attitude instrument flying, partial panel skills, recovery from 
unusual flight attitudes, and intercepting and tracking navigational 
systems. Five hours of the 10 hours required on instrument 
training must be in a single engine  airplane; 

(ii) 10 hours of training in a complex airplane, a turbine-
powered  airplane, or a  technically advanced airplane (TAA) that meets 
the requirements of paragraph (j) of this section, or any combination 
thereof. The  airplane must be appropriate to land or sea for 
the  ratingsought; 

(iii) One 2-hour cross country flight in a single engine airplane in 
daytime conditions that consists of a total straight-line distance of more 
than 100 nautical miles from the original point of departure; 

(iv) One 2-hour cross country flight in a single engine airplane in 
nighttime conditions that consists of a total straight-line distance of 
more than 100 nautical miles from the original point of departure; and 

(v) Three hours in a single-engine airplane with an  authorized 
instructor in preparation for the  practical test within the preceding 2 
calendar months from the month of the test. 

 
 
 
 
What parts of the Commercial 61.129 single engine endorsement must be solo time? 
 



 

 

(4) Ten hours of solo flight time in a single engine  airplane or 10 hours 
of  flight timeperforming the duties of  pilot in command in a single 
engine  airplane with an  authorized instructor on board (either of which 
may be credited towards the  flight time requirement under paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section), on the areas of operation listed under § 
61.127(b)(1) that include –  

(i) One cross-country flight of not less than 300 nautical miles total 
distance, with landings at a minimum of three points, one of which is a 
straight-line distance of at least 250 nautical miles from the original 
departure point. However, if this requirement is being met in Hawaii, the 
longest segment need only have a straight-line distance of at least 150 
nautical miles; and  

(ii) 5 hours in night VFR conditions with 10 takeoffs and 10 landings 
(with each landing involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at 
an  airport with an operating control tower. 

 
 
 
 
Can you teach the 10hrs of instrument training required in the 61.129 requirments 
(assuming your student doesn’t have the instrument rating? 
 
The answer is that you can’t teach instrument training unless you have a CFII so no.  You will 
need to find someone who has a CFII.   So why can you do the instrument portion of the Private 
training?  It’s because that is not instrument training, it is training solely by reference to 
instruments.   Nowhere does it say ‘Instrument Training’ See the private requirements in 61.109. 
 
61.109 (a)(3) 3 hours of flight training in a single-engine  airplane on the 
control and maneuvering of an  airplane solely by reference 
to  instruments, including straight and level flight, constant airspeed 
climbs and descents, turns to a heading, recovery from unusual flight 
attitudes, radio communications, and the use of navigation systems/facilities 
and radar services appropriate to  instrument flight; 
 
 
 
 
How long must you keep FAA student training records? 

CFR 61.189 (b) A flight instructor must maintain a record in a logbook or a 
separate document that contains the following:  

(1) The name of each person whose logbook that instructor has endorsed 
for solo flight privileges, and the date of the endorsement; and 



 

 

(2) The name of each person that instructor has endorsed for 
a  knowledge test or  practical test, and the record shall also indicate the 
kind of test, the date, and the results.  

(c) Each flight instructor must retain the records required by this section for 
at least 3 years 

 
 
 
 
How long must you keep TSA student training records? 
 
You must keep a copy of your TSA endorsement or a copy of their 
documents for 5 yrs. 
 
 
 
 
How do you renew your Flight Instructor certificate? 
 

(a) A person who holds a flight instructor certificate that has not expired 
may renew that flight instructor certificate by -  

(1) Passing a practical test for -  

(i) One of the ratings listed on the current flight instructor certificate; or 

(ii) An additional flight instructor rating; or 

(2) Submitting a completed and signed application with the FAA and 
satisfactorily completing one of the following renewal requirements -  

(i) A record of training students showing that, during the preceding 24 
calendar months, the flight instructor has endorsed at least 5 students 
for a practical test for a certificate or rating and at least 80 percent of 
those students passed that test on the first attempt. 

(ii) A record showing that, within the preceding 24 calendar months, the 
flight instructor has served as a company check pilot, chief flight 
instructor, company check airman, or flight instructor in a part 121 or 
part 135 operation, or in a position involving the regular evaluation of 
pilots. 

(iii) A graduation certificate showing that, within the preceding 3 
calendar months, the person has successfully completed an approved 
flight instructor refresher course consisting of  ground training or  flight 
training, or a combination of both. 



 

 

(iv) A record showing that, within the preceding 24 months from the 
month of application, the flight instructor passed an official U.S. Armed 
Forces military instructor pilot or pilot examiner proficiency check in 
an  aircraft for which the military instructor already holds a rating or in 
an  aircraft for an additional  rating. 

 
 
 
 
You can also renew by being active in the FAASteam WINGS program. 
 
 To meet the requirement of CFI renewal through the WINGS program, you must perform the 
training.  To be eligible, you must validate a total of fifteen (15) activities for at least five (5) different 
pilots.  Your CFI certificate cannot be expired, and you must participate in the WINGS program 
yourself.  This means you must hold a current phase of WINGS. 
 
 
 
 
What are the maximum hours you can work in a rolling 24hr period? 
 
CFR 61.195 (a) Hours of training. In any 24-consecutive-hour period, a 
flight instructor may not conduct more than 8 hours of flight training. 
 
 
 
 
When can you train a cfi initial student? 
 

(h) Qualifications of the flight instructor for training first-time flight 
instructor applicants. 

(1) The ground training provided to an initial applicant for a flight 
instructor certificate must be given by an  authorized instructor who -  

(i) Holds a ground or flight instructor certificate with the appropriate rating, 
has held that certificate for at least 24 calendar months, and has given at 
least 40 hours of  ground training; or 

(ii) Holds a ground or flight instructor certificate with the appropriate rating, 
and has given at least 100 hours of  ground training in an  FAA-approved 
course. 



 

 

(2) Except for an instructor who meets the requirements of paragraph 
(h)(3)(ii) of this section, a flight instructor who provides training to an 
initial applicant for a flight instructor certificate must -  

(i) Meet the eligibility requirements prescribed in § 61.183 of this part;  

(ii) Hold the appropriate flight instructor certificate and rating;  

(iii) Have held a flight instructor certificate for at least 24 months;  

(iv) For training in preparation for an airplane,  rotorcraft, or  powered-
lift rating, have given at least 200 hours of  flight training as a flight 
instructor 

 
 
 
 
Wow!  That was just the part 61 stuff!   Learn to use the search function and it will be easy! 
 
 
  



 

 

Part 91 
 
Who is the final authority in an aircraft? 
 
91.3 Responsibility and authority of the pilot in 
command. 
(a) The pilot in command of an  aircraft is directly responsible for, and is the 
final authority as to, the operation of that  aircraft.  

(b) In an in-flight emergency requiring immediate action, the pilot in 
command may deviate from any rule of this part to the extent required to 
meet that emergency.  

(c) Each pilot in command who deviates from a rule under paragraph (b) of 
this section shall, upon the request of the  Administrator, send a written 
report of that deviation to the Administrator. 

 
 
 
 
Who is responsible for the airworthiness of a flown aircraft? 
 
91.7  Civil aircraft airworthiness. 
(a) No person may operate a  civil aircraft unless it is in an airworthy 
condition.  

(b) The pilot in command of a  civil aircraft is responsible for determining 
whether that  aircraft is in condition for safe flight. The  pilot in 
command shall discontinue the flight when unairworthy mechanical, 
electrical, or structural conditions occur. 

 
 
 
 
Can you drop objects from an airplane? 
 
91.15 Dropping objects. 
No pilot in command of a  civil aircraft may allow any object to be dropped 
from that  aircraft in flight that creates a hazard to  persons or property. 
However, this section does not prohibit the dropping of any object if 
reasonable precautions are taken to avoid injury or damage to  personsor 
property. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
If you fly to somewhere not at your airport, what must you check and verify at a 
minimum? 
 
91.103 Preflight action. 
Each pilot in command shall, before beginning a flight, become familiar with 
all available information concerning that flight. This information must include 
-  

(a) For a flight under IFR or a flight not in the vicinity of an  airport, weather 
reports and forecasts, fuel requirements, alternatives available if the planned 
flight cannot be completed, and any known traffic delays of which the  pilot 
in command has been advised by  ATC;  

(b) For any flight, runway lengths at airports of intended use, and the 
following takeoff and landing distance information:  

(1) For civil aircraft for which an approved  Airplane or  Rotorcraft Flight 
Manual containing takeoff and landing distance data is required, the 
takeoff and landing distance data contained therein; and 

(2) For civil aircraft other than those specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, other reliable information appropriate to the  aircraft, relating 
to  aircraft performance under expected values of  airport elevation and 
runway slope,  aircraft gross weight, and wind and temperature. 

 
 
 
 
Do you have to wear seatbelts? 
 
91.105 Flight crewmembers at stations. 
(a) During takeoff and landing, and while en route, each required 
flight crewmember shall -  

(1) Be at the crewmember station unless the absence is necessary to 
perform duties in connection with the operation of the  aircraft or in 
connection with physiological needs; and  

(2) Keep the safety belt fastened while at the crewmember station.  

(b) Each required flight crewmember of a U.S.-registered  civil aircraft shall, 
during takeoff and landing, keep his or her shoulder harness fastened while 
at his or her assigned duty station. This paragraph does not apply if -  



 

 

(1) The seat at the crewmember's station is not equipped with a shoulder 
harness; or  

(2) The crewmember would be unable to perform required duties with the 
shoulder harness fastened. 

 
 
 
 
Can you fly in formation?  How about if you are flying for hire? 
 
91.111 Operating near other aircraft. 
(a) No person may operate an  aircraft so close to another  aircraft as to 
create a collision hazard.  

(b) No person may operate an  aircraft in formation flight except by 
arrangement with the  pilot in command of each  aircraft in the formation.  

(c) No person may operate an  aircraft, carrying passengers for hire, in 
formation flight. 

 
 
 
 
Who has the right of way? 
 

CFR 91.113 (e) Approaching head-on. When aircraft are approaching 
each other head-on, or nearly so, each pilot of each  aircraft shall alter 
course to the right.  

(f) Overtaking. Each aircraft that is being overtaken has the right-of-way 
and each pilot of an overtaking  aircraft shall alter course to the right to pass 
well clear.  

(g) Landing. Aircraft, while on final approach to land or while landing, have 
the right-of-way over other  aircraft in flight or operating on the surface, 
except that they shall not take advantage of this rule to force an  aircraft off 
the runway surface which has already landed and is attempting to make way 
for an  aircraft on final approach. When two or more  aircraft are 
approaching an airport for the purpose of landing, the  aircraft at the lower 
altitude has the right-of-way, but it shall not take advantage of this rule to 
cut in front of another which is on final approach to land or to overtake 
that  aircraft. 

 



 

 

 
 
What is max speed below 200ft?  What is max speed in class B, underlying class B, Class C, 
Class D? 
 
91.117  Aircraft speed. 
(a) Unless otherwise authorized by the Administrator, no  person may 
operate an  aircraft below 10,000 feet  MSL at an  indicated airspeed of 
more than 250 knots (288 m.p.h.). 

(b) Unless otherwise authorized or required by ATC, no  person may operate 
an  aircraft at or below 2,500 feet above the surface within 4 nautical miles 
of the primary  airport of a Class C or Class D airspace area at an  indicated 
airspeed of more than 200 knots (230 mph.). This paragraph (b) does not 
apply to any operations within a Class B airspace area. Such operations shall 
comply with paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) No person may operate an  aircraft in the airspace underlying a Class B 
airspace area designated for an  airport or in a  VFR corridor designated 
through such a Class B airspace area, at an  indicated airspeed of more than 
200 knots (230 mph). 

 
 
 
 
What is minimum safe altitude above congested area?  How about uncongested? 
 
91.119 Minimum safe altitudes: General. 
Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, no person may operate 
an  aircraft below the following altitudes:  

(a) Anywhere. An altitude allowing, if a power unit fails, an emergency 
landing without undue hazard to persons or property on the surface.  

(b) Over congested areas. Over any congested area of a city, town, or 
settlement, or over any open air assembly of persons, an altitude of 1,000 
feet above the highest obstacle within a horizontal radius of 2,000 feet of 
the aircraft.  

(c) Over other than congested areas. An altitude of 500 feet above the 
surface, except over open water or sparsely populated areas. In those cases, 
the aircraft may not be operated closer than 500 feet to any  person, vessel, 
vehicle, or structure. 

 
 



 

 

 
How often do you have to change your altimeter setting? 
 
91.121 Altimeter settings. 
(a) Each person operating an  aircraft shall maintain the cruising altitude 
or  flight level of that aircraft, as the case may be, by reference to an 
altimeter that is set, when operating -  

(1) Below 18,000 feet MSL, to -  

(i) The current reported altimeter setting of a station along the route 
and within 100 nautical miles of the aircraft; 

 
 
 
 
Can you deviate from an ATC clearance? 
 

91.123 (b) Except in an emergency, no person may operate 
an  aircraft contrary to an  ATC instruction in an area in which  air traffic 
control is exercised.  

(c) Each pilot in command who, in an emergency, or in response to a traffic 
alert and collision avoidance system resolution advisory, deviates from 
an  ATC clearance or instruction shall notify ATC of that deviation as soon as 
possible. 

(d) Each pilot in command who (though not deviating from a rule of this 
subpart) is given priority by  ATC in an emergency, shall submit a detailed 
report of that emergency within 48 hours to the manager of 
that  ATC facility, if requested by  ATC. 

 
 
 
 
Can you fly into restricted or prohibited area? 
 
91.133 Restricted and prohibited areas. 
(a) No person may operate an  aircraft within a  restricted area (designated 
in part 73) contrary to the restrictions imposed, or within a  prohibited area, 
unless that  person has the permission of the using or controlling agency, as 
appropriate.  



 

 

(b) Each person conducting, within a  restricted area, an  aircraft operation 
(approved by the using agency) that creates the same hazards as the 
operations for which the  restricted area was designated may deviate from 
the rules of this subpart that are not compatible with the operation of 
the  aircraft. 

 
 
 
 
Can your private pilot student or a private pilot fly in class A airspace? 
 
91.135 Operations in Class A airspace. 
Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, each  person operating 
an  aircraft in Class A airspace must conduct that operation 
under  instrument flight rules (IFR) 

 
 
 
 
What are the VFR fuel requirements. 
 
91.151 Fuel requirements for flight in VFR conditions. 
(a) No person may begin a flight in an  airplane under  VFR conditions 
unless (considering wind and forecast weather conditions) there is enough 
fuel to fly to the first point of intended landing and, assuming normal 
cruising speed -  

(1) During the day, to fly after that for at least 30 minutes; or  

(2) At night, to fly after that for at least 45 minutes. 

 
 
 
 
What is the minimum ceiling to takeoff in Class E, D, C, or B airspace?  How will you 
explain to your student that class E is controlled airspace when they think towered airspace 
instead? 
 
91.155 (c) Except as provided in § 91.157, no  person may operate 
an  aircraft beneath the  ceiling under VFR within the lateral boundaries 
of  controlled airspace designated to the surface for an  airportwhen 
the  ceiling is less than 1,000 feet. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Can you get Special VFR to get in or out of controlled airspace if the ceiling is below 
1000ft? 
 
§ 91.157 Special VFR weather minimums. 
(a) Except as provided in appendix D, section 3, of this part, special VFR 
operations may be conducted under the weather minimums and 
requirements of this section, instead of those contained in § 91.155, below 
10,000 feet  MSL within the airspace contained by the upward extension of 
the lateral boundaries of the  controlled airspace designated to the surface 
for an airport. 

(b) Special VFR operations may only be conducted -  

(1) With an ATC clearance; 

(2) Clear of clouds; 

(3) Except for helicopters, when flight visibility is at least 1 statute mile; 
and 

(4) Except for helicopters, between sunrise and sunset (or in Alaska, when 
the sun is 6 degrees or more below the horizon) unless -  

(i) The person being granted the  ATC clearance meets the applicable 
requirements for instrument flight under part 61 of this chapter; and 

(ii) The aircraft is equipped as required in § 91.205(d). 

(c) No person may take off or land an  aircraft (other than a helicopter) 
under special  VFR -  

(1) Unless ground visibility is at least 1 statute mile; or 

 
 
 
 
Above what altitude must you follow the even/odd altitudes when going East/West? 
 
91.159  VFR cruising altitude or  flight level. 
Except while holding in a holding pattern of 2 minutes or less, or while 
turning, each personoperating an  aircraft under  VFR in level cruising flight 
more than 3,000 feet above the surface shall maintain the appropriate 



 

 

altitude or  flight level prescribed below, unless otherwise authorized by 
ATC:  

(a) When operating below 18,000 feet MSL and -  

(1) On a magnetic course of zero degrees through 179 degrees, any odd 
thousand foot MSLaltitude + 500 feet (such as 3,500, 5,500, or 7,500); 
or  

(2) On a magnetic course of 180 degrees through 359 degrees, any even 
thousand foot MSLaltitude + 500 feet (such as 4,500, 6,500, or 8,500). 

 
 
 
 
Where are the regs for ELT’s? 
 
91.207 Emergency locator transmitters. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (e) and (f) of this section, 
no person may operate a U.S.-registered civil  airplane unless -  

(1) There is attached to the airplane an approved automatic type 
emergency locator transmitter that is in operable condition 

(c) Batteries used in the emergency locator transmitters required by 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section must be replaced (or recharged, if the 
batteries are rechargeable) -  

(1) When the transmitter has been in use for more than 1 cumulative 
hour; or  

(2) When 50 percent of their useful life (or, for rechargeable batteries, 50 
percent of their useful life of charge) has expired, as established by the 
transmitter manufacturer under its approval. 

The new expiration date for replacing (or recharging) the battery must be 
legibly marked on the outside of the transmitter and entered in 
the aircraft maintenance record. 
 
(d) Each emergency locator transmitter required by paragraph (a) of this 
section must be inspected within 12 calendar months 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you need an ELT within 25NM of your airport? 



 

 

 

(f) Paragraph (a) of this section does not apply to -  

(1) Before January 1, 2004, turbojet-powered aircraft; 

(2) Aircraft while engaged in scheduled flights by scheduled air carriers;  

(3) Aircraft while engaged in training operations conducted entirely within 
a 50-nautical mile radius of the  airport from which such local flight 
operations began; 

 
 
 
 
When do you need position lights? 
 
91.209  Aircraft lights. 
No person may: 

(a) During the period from sunset to sunrise (or, in Alaska, during the 
period a prominent unlighted object cannot be seen from a distance of 3 
statute miles or the sun is more than 6 degrees below the horizon) -  

(1) Operate an aircraft unless it has lighted position lights; 

(2) Park or move an aircraft in, or in dangerous proximity to, 
a  night flight operations area of an  airport unless the  aircraft -  

(i) Is clearly illuminated; 

(ii) Has lighted position lights; 

 
 
 
 
When do you need supplemental oxygen? 
 
91.211 Supplemental oxygen. 
(a) General. No person may operate a  civil aircraft of U.S. registry -  

(1) At cabin pressure altitudes above 12,500 feet (MSL) up to and 
including 14,000 feet (MSL) unless the required minimum flight crew is 
provided with and uses supplemental oxygen for that part of the flight at 
those altitudes that is of more than 30 minutes duration;  



 

 

(2) At cabin pressure altitudes above 14,000 feet (MSL) unless the 
required minimum flight crew is provided with and uses supplemental 
oxygen during the entire flight time at those altitudes; and  

(3) At cabin pressure altitudes above 15,000 feet (MSL) unless each 
occupant of the aircraft is provided with supplemental oxygen. 

 
 
 
 
If a non-required piece of equipment fails, what must be done to complete the flight? 
 
91.213 Inoperative instruments and equipment. 

(3) The inoperative instruments and equipment are -  

(i) Removed from the aircraft, the cockpit control placarded, and 
the  maintenance recorded in accordance with § 43.9 of this chapter; or  

(ii) Deactivated and placarded “Inoperative.” If deactivation of the 
inoperative instrument or equipment involves  maintenance, it must be 
accomplished and recorded in accordance with part 43 of this chapter; 
and 

 
 
 
 
When must you wear a parachute? 
 
91.307  Parachutes and parachuting 

(c) Unless each occupant of the aircraft is wearing an approved  parachute, 
no pilot of a  civil aircraft carrying any  person (other than a crewmember) 
may execute any intentional maneuver that exceeds -  

(1) A bank of 60 degrees relative to the horizon; or  

(2) A nose-up or nose-down attitude of 30 degrees relative to the horizon. 

 
 
 
 
Why didn’t we wear parachutes while doing spin training? 
 

91.307 Parachutes 

(d) Paragraph (c) of this section does not apply to -  



 

 

(1) Flight tests for pilot certification or rating; or  

(2) Spins and other flight maneuvers required by the regulations for any 
certificate or ratingwhen given by -  

(i) A certificated flight instructor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NTSB 830 
 
 
Definitions: 
Aircraft Accident 
Serious Injury. (Is a broken finger a serious injury) 
Substantial Damage. (Why isn't a gear up normally substantial damage?) 
 
 
NTSB 830.2 Definitions 
When is an incident moved to accident? 
 
Aircraft accident means an occurrence associated with the operation of an 
aircraft which takes place between the time any person boards the aircraft 
with the intention of flight and all such persons have disembarked, and in 
which any person suffers death or serious injury, or in which the aircraft 
receives  substantial damage. 
 
 
 
 
If I break a finger is that serious injury? 
 
Serious injury means any injury which: (1) Requires hospitalization for more 
than 48 hours, commencing within 7 days from the date of the injury was 
received; (2) results in a fracture of any bone (except simple fractures of 
fingers, toes, or nose); (3) causes severe hemorrhages, nerve, muscle, or 
tendon damage; (4) involves any internal organ; or (5) involves second- or 
third-degree burns, or any burns affecting more than 5 percent of the body 
surface. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
A gear up landing is not an accident unless structural damage occurs such as a spar or 
firewall. 
 
Substantial damage means damage or failure which adversely affects the 
structural strength, performance, or flight characteristics of the aircraft, and 
which would normally require major repair or replacement of the affected 
component. Engine failure or damage limited to an engine if only one engine 
fails or is damaged, bent fairings or cowling, dented skin, small punctured 
holes in the skin or fabric, ground damage to rotor or propeller blades, and 
damage to landing gear, wheels, tires, flaps, engine accessories, brakes, or 
wingtips are not considered “substantial damage” for the purpose of this 
part. 
 
 
 
 
When do you need to notify NTSB. 
 
830.5 Immediate notification. 
The operator of any  civil aircraft, or any  public aircraft not operated by the 
Armed Forces or an intelligence agency of the United States, or any foreign 
aircraft shall immediately, and by the most expeditious means available, 
notify the nearest National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 
office, 1 when: 

(a) An aircraft accident or any of the following listed 
serious  incidents occur: 

(1) Flight control system malfunction or failure; 

(2) Inability of any required flight crewmember to perform normal flight 
duties as a result of injury or illness; 

(3) Failure of any internal turbine engine component that results in the 
escape of debris other than out the exhaust path; 

(4) In-flight fire; 

(5) Aircraft collision in flight; 

(6) Damage to property, other than the aircraft, estimated to exceed 
$25,000 for repair (including materials and labor) or fair market value in 
the event of total loss, whichever is less. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
How many days do you have to file the official paper report after an accident? 
 
830.15 Reports and statements to be filed. 
(a) Reports. The operator of a civil, public (as specified in § 830.5), or 
foreign aircraft shall file a report on Board Form 6120. 1/2 (OMB No. 3147-
0001) 2 within 10 days after an accident, or after 7 days if an overdue 
aircraft is still missing. A report on an incident for which immediate 
notification is required by § 830.5(a) shall be filed only as requested by an 
authorized representative of the Board. 

 


